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Matthew Neice 

News Reporter 

     This year our school has two teams, one in 

8th grade and one in 7th grade. Our 8th grade 

team has placed in the top three in one match 

and unfortunately didn’t place in the other two 

matches they played this year. Their most 

recent match they didn’t do so well, and only 

won four rounds out of the seven they played, 

which is still very good.  

     The 7th grade team also haven’t done so well 

and haven’t placed yet all year, however in 

their most recent match they got fourth, one 

away from placing in the top three. Last year 

we only had a 7th grade team, they didn’t place 

at all but this year that team is in 8th grade and 

they have improved by working together and 

helping each other out if they don’t know the 

answer.  Now with two teams we hope they 

improve even more so than they already have 

and have 

our 

school 

place in 

first. 

Scholar’s Bowl; The Battle of the Brains    

Keira Ronsick 

Feature Reporter 

     On February 2nd each year, 

thousands of people gather in 

Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania to 

celebrate one of the most renowned 

traditions in the country- Groundhog 

Day.  Many people are familiar with 

the tradition, but not nearly as many 

know about its history.  Read on to 

learn more about this unofficial 

holiday. 

 

Where did Groundhog Day and it's 

festivities originate? 

 

     Groundhog Day originated from an ancient 

Christian tradition, called Candlemas.  The 

holiday commemorated the Presentation of 

the Lord, forty days after Christmas.  During the 

day, all of the people would be given a candle.  

The theory was if the sun was shining, there 

was more winter coming.  If the opposite 

occurred, winter would soon come to an end. 

 

 

 

When did the groundhog get involved? 

 

     Over time, the holiday was celebrated on 

February 2nd every year, and with a rodent, 

chiefly a groundhog.  The Germans first 

celebrated it with a groundhog.  They brought 

the tradition to America in the late 1800's, and 

we began to celebrate it, as well. 

 

How do Americans celebrate 

Groundhog Day? 

 

     On February 2, 1877, the first 

American Groundhog Day was 

celebrated in Punxsutawney, 

Pennsylvania.  The location was 

chosen because Pennsylvania is 

where many of the Germans who 

brought the tradition over relocated.  

The groundhog to this day is named 

Punxsutawney Phil.  The groundhog 

will predict the rest of the year's 

weather again on February 2nd, 

where 

there will be a big festival in Pennsylvania 

commemorating the event. 

 

What do you think he will say?  Will winter 

last 6 more weeks?  

The most famous groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, on Groundhog’s Day. 

8th Grade Team (above): Katrina Nguyen, Claire 

Jordan, Maryanne Hartwell, Jadonn Williams, and 

Drew Pracht 

7th Grade Team (left): Nicole Pracht, Sidney 

Sheern, Keira Ronsick, Lexie Zachman, and Tyler 

Rump 



Super Bowl 
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One of the Biggest Sporting Events of the Year:  

The Super Bowl! 

 

Connor McKinney 

Feature Reporter 

     The Super Bowl, one of the most celebrated 

sports events in the U.S. It all started in 1967 

when the Green Bay Packers played the Kansas 

City Chiefs. Of course, because it was the first 

Super Bowl there were many different things. 

First, the tickets were only ten dollars apiece 

which is equivalent to about $73 dollars today. 

Because the Super Bowl has become so 

popular ticket prices average about $4,134 

today. It was not that popular as only about 

sixty-two thousand people attended the ninety

-four thousand-seat stadium. About fifty-

million people watched the game on TV while 

about one hundred-ten million watch today. 

     One of the most memorable games was 

Super Bowl XLVIIII when the score was twenty-

eight to twenty in the fourth quarter with the 

Patriots winning.  The Seahawks were 

threatening and were on the ten-yard line. The 

Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson threw an 

interception to the undrafted cornerback 

Malcolm Butler. That play sealed the game for 

the Patriots, making them win their fourth 

Super Bowl. That game was also the most 

watched Super Bowl, with about 114.4 million 

people watching it on TV! Another memorable 

game was in 2013 when the Baltimore Raven 

faced the San Francisco Forty-Niners. In the 

third quarter, the power went out for about 

thirty-four minutes. 

     Even though the Super Bowl has changed 

over the fifty plus years its been around, it is 

still one of the most popular events in U.S. 

history! 

Top: Picture from the first Super Bowl between the Green Bay Packers and the Kansas City Chiefs 

Middle: Malcom Butler’s interception in Super Bowl XLVIII 

Bottom: The stadium blackout during the Super Bowl between the Baltimore Ravens and the San Francisco 49ers. 

Super Bowl 

LII 

Preview 

 

 

 

 

New England Patriots (13-3) 

10th Super Bowl Appearance 

Interesting Fact: The Patriots have 

compiled a 34-19 record in their 53 

playoff games.   

Philadelphia Eagles (13-3) 

3rd Super Bowl Appearance 

Interesting Fact: The Eagles have held 

opponents to 10-or-fewer points in 

four consecutive games   
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Which do you prefer? The Super Bowl or the Commercials? 

New Year’s Resolutions 
Noah Holtzman 

Feature Reporter 

     New Year’s Resolutions have 

been around for a long time; 

4,000 years to be exact! It is said 

that the ancient Babylonians 

were the first to begin the 

practice of making resolutions in 

an attempt to start the year off 

on the right foot.  4,000 years 

later, people are still making 

that same attempt. 

     “I like New Year’s Resolutions because 

you know what to work on through the 

year,” said Emily Holtzman. “I think I will 

keep my resolution all year.”  

     If she does, she’s beating the odds! 

Statistics show that only 44.8% of 

Americans keep their resolutions past six 

months. While 42% of people never make 

resolutions. 

     “I think if you know that it 

is something that is reachable 

and your able to accomplish 

it, it is a good idea, but if its 

something that you know that 

you 100% will not accomplish 

it, then I think it’s a bad idea,” 

said Liam Maughan. 

     Did you make a resolution 

this year? If you did hopefully 

you can keep it all year! If you 

didn’t, maybe you might want to think 

about it next year! 

Keira Ronsick 

Feature Reporter 

     While watching the game may be fun, commercials are an 

important part of game day, too.  On the days leading up to the Super 

Bowl as well, companies will try very hard to create advertisements 

for their product that are entertaining to watch, and may also inspire 

you to look in to the product yourself.  Read on to find out why 

commercials are an important part of the Super Bowl. 

     Commercials are typically played during breaks in the game.  This 

provides you with an entertaining way to relax and entertain while 

waiting for the game to restart.  They can almost be considered little 

shorts, similar to ones played before movies.  Also, they could be 

important messages, such as giving time and treasure to those 

homeless, a commercial by State Farm. 

     The commercials may also help you to interact with friends and 

family more.  They can help you relate to real life more than 

professional sports can.  This is because many of the skits performed 

are made to look like they are real people, and they do. 

     So, instead of skipping the commercials altogether this year, try to 

watch at least one commercial.  If the first one isn't satisfying enough, 

watch the next.  At least one of them will not disappoint you.  

Taylor Carson 

Feature Reporter 

     Are a person that watches the Super Bowl for the game or for the 

commercials?  Well I am a person who watches the Super Bowl for 

the game, because, well, what is the purpose of the Super Bowl if 

people just want to watch the commercials and find out the scores 

later?  I admit that I like to watch the commercials because they are 

fun to watch but I want to watch the game so I know what’s 

happening.   

     The game is more interesting than the commercial that you will 

only see a one to a couple times, and more than likely forget about it 

later on.  Now that it’s the 52nd Super Bowl it’s interesting to see how 

the players handle certain losses and wins. Plus, it’s fun to see if 

anything exciting happens like last year when they went into 

overtime.  

     If you just watch the Super Bowl for the commercials you aren’t 

really going to know what just happened.  Who scored that point? So 

I hope you like the game this year and watch the game. Also go 

Philadelphia Eagles! 
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Zachary Steven 

Sports Reporter 

     The 6th grade boys in the Notre Dame Division have done great so 

far for being the new team for the Saint Catherine of Siena School 

Athletic Program.  

     “We have improved a lot,” said Garrett Chavez.  “At first we did not 

trust each other when shooting and passing the ball, but now we 

have more confidence in each other.” 

      “If I had to restart the season, I would work on the press more,” 

said Mikey Brand.  “I think we will do very good in the tournament 

and hopefully place.” 

     Truett Weninger said he improved the most defensively.  

     “I  think that we have improved a lot from the start of the season 

but there is still a lot of room for improvement,” said Weninger. 

     We wish the team a lot of luck in the rest of their games and going 

into the postseason 

tournament. Go 

Saints! 
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Gabriel Hartwell 

Sports Reporter 

     The 6th grade boys in the Cathedral Division has had a tough 0-8 

season. We asked one of the players Keagan Lewis a few questions.  

     “Although we have had a rough season the team has improved a lot 

over the season on rebounding and playing defense”, said Lewis.  

     He thought that going into the postseason tournament they might 

get a win if they keep their rebounding and defense up. Lewis hopes 

that his team can make it far into the tournament.  

     We took Keagan’s opinion on playing for the school also.   

     “I recommend playing basketball in middle school for the Saints,” 

said Lewis. “It helps you get closer to your friends, and is a fun way to 

hangout and play with your friends outside of school.” 

     The 6th grade boys team has had a difficult season but they will be 

back to get a win next year or in the upcoming postseason tournament.  

6th Grade Yellow Team  

Learning to Play Together 

Tough Season for 6th Grade White 

6th Grade white 

team consists of 

Keagan Lewis, 

Jordonn 

Williams, Isidore 

Suter-Doeden, 

Joshua Nguyen, 

and Jacob Sill. 

Brett Filby 

Sports Reporter 

     The 7th grade boys team has been doing very well this year with an 8-2 

record.  They even posted almost 80 points in one of their games this year.    

     “We are playing very well this year,” said Caleb Clupny.   

     The team is in 3rd place in their division .Their only two losses come 

after Christmas, losing to Collegiate and St. Thomas.  Every good teams has 

flaws though.   

     “We struggle with rebounding.  That was the difference in the two 

games we lost,” said Clupny.  

     The upcoming tournament is a big deal for the team after finishing so 

close last year.   They lost to St. Thomas in the second game after winning 

the first in the championship round.   

     “I think we can win the upcoming tournament,” said Raymond Vasquez.  

     The team has little time to get ready for the tournament.  We wish the 

best for the team and GO SAINTS! 

High Hopes for the  

Postseason Tournament 

Cisco Tejeda 

shoots a free 

throw in their 

game against 

Holy Cross. 

 

 

 

 

The team 

gathers for the 

pregame huddle. 
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Uplifting Each Other, and Finding Success 

Tough Tournament Ahead for 8th Grade Boys 

Braden Beasley 

Sports Reporter 

     The 8th Grade basketball 

season is slowly coming to an 

end.  At this point the team has 

a 5-4 record.   In the standings, 

the team is sixth place in the 

Notre Dame division.   

     The team has had some 

strong competition, and 

according to players Jadonn 

Williams and Lawton Simons, 

they’ve had some rival games 

against St. Francis and St. 

Elizabeth. 

    “The team could work on 

shooting and layups,” said 

Williams  

     “We have a lot of room to 

improve,” said Simons   

     Both Williams and Simons 

agree that the team has 

improved since last year.  At the time of this 

article, the team was coming off a win against 

Holy Cross where they won 37-29. 

     The team believes with a strong run in the 

end of season tournament they can knock off 

the number 1 seed Colligate.  

     When interviewed, both Williams and 

Simons8 say if they play well and make it to 

the championship, and Colligate has not been 

defeated, it will be a tough game against the 

strong Colligate team.   

     We wish the team good luck in the end of 

season tournament.  The team would 

appreciate it if you could come out and cheer 

them on.  Go Saints!   

Lexi Steven 

News Reporter 

     With only 6 players, the eighth-grade girls’ 

basketball team has done great this season, 

with 7 wins, and only 3 losses. The team has 

been working hard, sometimes through the 

whole game with no subs!  

     “We’ve had to work hard. With only six 

players, each player has to give that much 

more effort, because there isn’t room for 

laziness with such a small team,” said player 

Maryanne Hartwell.  “However, I think we’ve 

done really well because everyone’s risen to 

the occasion.”  

     The girls have been working very hard to 

improve their game this year, despite any 

difficulties they may have to face. Players 

Destiny Hoy, Tori Marrs, Anna Wineland, and 

Taylor Chrisman all agree that the team has 

been doing a great job at sharing the ball and 

in turn, keeping possession.  

     “I think that our team is pretty uplifting 

when it comes to close games,” explains Marrs.  

     With many close games, the team much 

needed this encouragement. 

     The Saints faced Magdalene on Monday, 

January 22, 2018, and despite having half as 

many girls as the other team, the girls 

persevered through the whole game, winning 

27-13.  

     “We started off really well, and had good 

defense, so they didn’t score much,” describes 

Wineland.  

     On the following 

day, the team played 

again, making away 

with an easy win of 37-

2. Chrisman says that 

good ball handling 

helped them pull off 

such a convincing win. 

     The team played 

Saint Francis, on 

Saturday January 27 

through a tough game, 

and the Saint lost 23-

35. 

     With the season 

coming to an end, the Saints have a final 

postseason tournament to prepare for.                                                  

L    From the Holy Herald, we congratulate the 

8th grade girls and wish them the best of luck in 

their upcoming tournament.  

Anna Wineland handles the ball at the point, looking to take a shot. 
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